Ann Roslo:          Hello, everybody. Um, I must say the last 10 days have been um, uh, very, very bizarre. Um, I'm an ordinary woman who has, (laughs), who has all my life um, looked for, well not just women, but you know human beings in general. Um, [00:00:30] and until recently um, I've never been prevented from doing that. I now find myself silenced because I want to talk about something um, that affects us all. And that is the GRA. 
                    But I've been told it doesn't affect me. It doesn't affect women. It doesn't affect lesbians. It doesn't affect anybody. Um, so why are we talking about it? The only people that it, um, [00:01:00] affects are people who are transgender. I have a very different viewpoint on that. Um, so repeatedly um, I have been silenced, along with um, another colleague of mine from the CLP. Um, quite an extensive motion, well I have a complaint from an individual by the name of Lilly Madigan. 

Audience:           Boo.

Ann Roslo:          Ssss. [00:01:30] Um, uh, who apparently um, didn't like the ... Well, said that uh, they still looked, even though the picture wasn't very good of them in the uh Times newspaper, they still looked more feminine than me. You know. Um, and having been a gender non-conforming woman all my life ...

Audience:           [00:02:00] Yeah, yes.

Ann Roslo:          Um, I, I don't think that there's anything wrong with that actually. 

Audience:           (laughs)

Ann Roslo:          And um, yeah and like Linda, I've been mis-gendered many times. I've been called sir. You know, it happens on a fairly regular basis. Um, but um, you know, that's just one of those things because um, you know, I've tried to break down barriers and boxes and titles and, and names. You know, all my adult life. [00:02:30] So, um, Lilly Madigan puts in a complaint about me, from a different CLP. It was thrown out on that basis. Um, my uh, rest of the executive committee members deemed that I hadn't been transphobic, because I was running consciousness raising uh, sessions with um, members of my women's forum. Because a lot of women and men [00:03:00] are quite ignorant about what the GRA is actually about. 
                    And doing these consciousness raising um, sessions uh, we've established as well that um, some people think that um, biology can be changed. That if you take female hormones, you will grow a uterus. 

Audience:           (laughs) 

Ann Roslo:          Yeah, well ... And if you, you know, if you take male hormones, you'll grow a penis. [00:03:30] Because unfortunately, young women and young men are being told that they can change sex. And they can't change sex. Um, so a lot of the um, consciousness raising exercises were, or sessions were to do with discussing these sort of like issues. And how, um, uh, the GRA would affect with self identification, would [00:04:00] affect women and women only spaces.
                    Um, I gave um, an interview to the Times newspaper and the journalist I spoke to there um, is also running um, a series of stories to do with um, prisons and men getting access to women's prisons. Um, from my experience, the, to self identify um, [00:04:30] is, is the biggest disaster going. Um, you've got Paris Elise now who is complaining that um, you know, the GRA was passed in Ireland um, in Greece, um, Canada, with, without any um, conflict, without any discussion, without any resistance at all. So why isn't it happening here? 
                    Well, because we're talking about it, aren't we? Or we're wanting to talk about it. Uh, no man [00:05:00] in my life has ever told me what to say or what to do. And they're not about to start now. Um, I feel um, having worked in two women's prisons, um, I feel particularly um, responsible as another woman, um, having worked with um, women who are vulnerable. A [00:05:30] lot of women who are in prison have already been abused um, either via, you know, many you know by their own fathers, um, family members um, that abuse has continued through their adult lives. They've been prostituted um, they're drug users and they are vulnerable. And um, there are men who will manipulate and say that they identify [00:06:00] as a woman and they will um, gain access to prisons. And we, as a society need to do something about that and ensure that that doesn't happen.
                    Um, people have said, "Well, that's, that's not going to happen. It's not going to happen. It's ... They won't let men, male bodied, penis wearing men in with women. Surely not." 

Linda:              They're doing it. 

Ann Roslo:          Well, they're doing it, yes, exactly. [00:06:30] The law hasn't even been passed yet and they're doing it.

Linda:              They're doing it.

Ann Roslo:          The prison serve is afraid, having spent nearly 20 years in it, I know exactly what they're up to. Um, if a prisoner says, "I'm going to commit suicide." Um, you know, they receive letters from solicitors or MPs, the pressure to allow or to move that person into the female estate is there. And quite frankly, women's lives in that sort of situation [00:07:00] do not seem to matter. You know? You're willing to uh, risk potentially the lives of three, four, five hundred women um, for the feelings of one person. 

Linda:              Who's male.

Ann Roslo:          Who's male, yes. Essentially male. 86% of transitioning uh, persons um, keep their penis. And why should we, you know, put those women at risk? Um, [00:07:30] but they are. Um, they revealed in March that um, a male bodied ... Well no, in fact they didn't say a male bodied, they said a um, um, a prisoner um, who had raped um, and was serving a life sentence for raping two um, young women um, sentenced in 1995, has transitioned to the cost of $10,000 pounds and they were located then in Bronsfield in March. 

Linda:              [00:08:00] A woman's prison. 

Ann Roslo:          Women's prison, yeah. Largest women's prison now in Europe. Um, and it was then revealed, four months later um, that the said prisoner was then located in the segregation unit because he'd been making sexual advances towards prisoners. Um, and sexually harassing them. And it was then revealed [00:08:30] that he still had his penis. Why are we doing this to women? Why? It's disgraceful. Absolutely disgraceful. 
                    Um, just to go back to um, the, the idea, you know, the silencing, um, and the, the talk of sort of like language and why that's happening, I will not um, sis as [00:09:00] well. Is I will not feel ashamed for being born a woman. Um, and I will not have it belittled into sort of you know, um, three words. Um, turf I don't accept. That is language that is used within my CLP um, and in fact they've got a, a branch meeting this evening, Battle Branch. Um and the branch secretary um, is the main driver behind um, the bullying towards me. [00:09:30] Um, and he uses um, you know, sis and turf. He's derogatory um, he's quite offensive about um, feminists um, and women in general. 
                    Um, and um, you know, the situation is that um, women are ... Well, from the time we're born, you know, we're on, we're on the bottom of the rung aren't we? We're second class citizens. [00:10:00] Um, and um, it, it can't go on. I can't, um, I can't tell you how weird it has been in the last 10 days to be sort of catapulted um, just for doing something that I've, I've always done. I've you know, I've always looked out for women. I've always tried to um, stick up for them, to um, encourage them and um, [00:10:30] you know, get them into roles that are generally seen as traditional sort of male roles. You know. 
                    Plenty of times in the prison service, um, you know if there was anything going on, we'd be so, "Oh, it's all right girls. You stay there, we'll send the boys." And we'd be like, "Fuck off." And we'd ...

Audience:           (laughs) 

Ann Roslo:          Run off. You know. And they'd be like, "But, but ..." Um, and I'm, I'm, [00:11:00] I'm so pleased that I am, as, as my mother used to call me, um, um, "You're a bugger, Ann Roslo. You're a bugger. You were a bugger when you were born and you're still a bugger now." And um, um, yeah. I think it's quite, quite all right to be a bugger and um, gutsy.

Audience:           (laughs)

Linda:              Yeah. 

Ann Roslo:          Um. I don't really know kind of what I was to say, but I would like to say and there may be some women in this room, um, who have offered [00:11:30] me support on Twitter. It's the only uh, mode of social media I use these days. I find Facebook too depressing. Um, and the support has been absolutely fantastic. Um, when um, trans ...

Linda:              I'd support you if I knew how to use it. 

Audience:           (laughs) 

Ann Roslo:          Well, I won't, I did message you once, Linda and you didn't ...

Audience:           (laughs) 

Linda:              Unless, unless [crosstalk 00:11:56] is present, I have no idea how any of it works. The pens are good. 

Ann Roslo:          [00:12:00] Yeah. Oh, get a pen. Um, yeah, the support has been absolutely fantastic and when um, uh, a trans-activist has come after me, and I use that term activist, because that's not in my, as a trade unionist for over 30 years, um, they are not activists. As Helen said, these are horrible, hateful, misogynistic bastards. Um, they're not activists. An activist to me is somebody [00:12:30] who enhances somebody's life. Who fights for something that they believe in that is possible for all. You know. Um, so yes, thank you to um, you know, all the women that have, that have, after these people have come after me, have defended me um, and defended women. 
                    And um, I would like to do something and that is to, because I find that the labour party has been [00:13:00] absolutely disgusting to me. All right. I contacted the regional officer, referenced my complaint um, a week before we resigned. Um, he hasn't got back to me. I contacted Erin Motholland who is the women's inequalities national officer, officer of the labour party [00:13:30] twice. She hasn't emailed me back. I find it an absolute disgrace that an organisation like that, can be so bloody disrespectful to women. 

Audience:           Yup, yup.

Ann Roslo:          So, um, thank you. 